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TECHNOLOGY 
THE POTTERY O F  CASTELLO 
POTTERY PRODUCTION HAS AN OBVIOUS ARTISAN ORIGIN 
CONCENTRATED ALMOST ENTIRELY IN THE CASTELL~ 
REGION. THE DEMANDS OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET 
HAVE LED TO THE FOUNDING OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 
CERAMIC TECHNOLOGY, CONCEIVED AS AN INSTRUMENT 
FOR IMPROVING COMPETITIVENESS AND DEVELOPING 
LOCAL TECHNOLOGY. 
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he pottery sector, with the dif- pottery production of the whole of the hardly been affected by the current cri- 
ferent sides to its production, is Spanish state, the world's second big- sis, thanks to its high level of competiti- 
one of the most important and gest producer after Italy. veness and the exports it has achieved. 
most representative of the industrial In recent years, the sector has provided In 1992, 46 % of the total pottery pro- 
network of the region of Castelló. work for more than 20,900 people, of duction (222 million square metres) was 
Rooted deep in its history, this area which 14,900 are directly employed sold outside the Spanish state's bor- 
concentrates more than 90 % of the and another 6,000 indirectly. It has ders. Our products sell to the European 
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Economic Community, especially Ger- 
many, France and the United Kingdom, 
in that order, and to the countries of 
North Africa, the Far East, United States, 
Canada, Australia and, recently, the 
ex-Communist countries and China. 
In spite of these impressive figures, the 
sector is almost totally dependent on 
foreign technology. Equipment is impor- 
ted mainly from ltaly, but also from 
other countries. Unfortunately, attempts 
to introduce our own technology have 
not produced the desired results. In 
view of this, the University lnstitute of 
Ceramic Technology (IUTC) and the Ce- 
ramic lndustries Research Association 
(AICEI, which together make up the Ins- 
titute for Ceramic Technology (ITCI, 
have in recent years been working to 
improve the situation. Housed in the 
Jaume I University, in the city of Caste- 
IIó, the lnstitute of Ceramic Technology 
is a unique organisation both in the País 
Valencia and in the whole of Spain. This 
is only natural if we take into account 
the large amount of pottery production 
concentrated in the area around Cas- 
telló. 
The ITC's main functions are directed at 
technical assistance to firms, training 
specialists and quality control of fin- 
ished products. It has a laboratory for 
tests and an officially approved quality- 
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control centre for ceramic products. The 
institute also carries out research and 
development, with special attention to 
the paving and tiling industries and to 
"frying" and varnishes. The ITC is a 
member of the network of technological 
institutes of the IMPlVA (Institute of Me- 
dium-sized and Small Companies of the 
Generalitat Valenciana) and collabor- 
ates with the country's employers' asso- 
ciations. We mustn't forget that by 
promoting a high-quality finished pro- 
duct and reducing expenses we can 
make our pottery industry more com- 
petitive not only in Spain but, more 
than anything, on the international mar- 
kets. 
As regards production, the ITC's re- 
search concentrates on the natural and 
artificial raw materials used in the man- 
ufacturing process and on improving 
finishes. But the sector is also making 
progress as regards distribution mecha- 
nisms, marketing and design. The de- 
sign aspect is attracting growing con- 
cern because of ltalian leadership in 
this field. ALICER is the society officially 
entrusted with taking the first steps in 
Valencian and Spanish design, espe- 
cially now that it has been noticed that 
the ltalians are in fact using designs 
inspired in elements from our own histo- 
rical and artistic heritage, such as Cata- 
lan Modernism or the Valencian Moor- 
ish style. 
The importance of the institute's work is 
internationally recognized, something 
which is reflected in the exchanges be- 
tween the ITC in Castelló and other sim- 
ilar institutions, and also in the finan- 
cial support it receives from the Euro- 
pean Economic Community's BRITE-EU- 
RAM and CRAFT programmes. Between 
1989 and 1992, the lnstitute obtained 
three patents and, amongst other work, 
carried out 29 research proiects and 
published several technological and 
scientific works. 
The continuation of this work is one of 
the fundamental objects of current insti- 
tutional policy, in view not only of the 
sector's social and economic import- 
ante, but also of its long tradition. We 
mustn't forget that the region of Caste- 
IIó has a long-standing reputation for its 
work in the art of clay and fire. L'Alcora, 
Onda, Nules, Ribesalbes, Sogorb, La 
Vall d'Uixó and other towns are the 
sites of today's pottery works, and their 
origins go back to 1727, when the ninth 
Count of Aranda, don Bonventura, 
founded the first works in I'Alcora. Very 
soon, this first centre was sending its 
products to other parts of Spain and 
abroad, until they became the most im- 
portant export of the time. ¤ 
